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TRANSMITTAL LETTER FOR THE 



FIRST SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner For Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Enclosed is a First Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement, including 
copies of the listed references, for filing in the above-identified patent application. 

This First Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after 
the period specified in 37 CFR 1.97(b), but before the mailing date of any of the 
following: 

(1) a Final Action under §1.113, 

(2) a Notice of Allowance under §1.311, or 

(3) an Action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application. 



Also enclosed is our check in the amount of $180.00 to cover the fee set forth 

in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p). 
09/10/2003 DEVANS 00000003 10031941 



Sir: 



01 FC: 1806 



160.00 OP 



Serial No. 10/031,941 



Favorable action on the merits of the application is earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WOOD, PHILLIPS, KATZ, CLARK & MORTIMER 
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500 West Madison Street, Suite 3800 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE C E \ V jpj Q 
Applicant: Klaus Bruchmann 
Serial No.: 10/031,941 
International 

Filing Date: July 20, 2000 

For: SWITCHING SYSTEM WITH A 
COMBINED SWITCHING AND 
BLOCKING DEVICE 

FIRST SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner For Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.97, the art identified on the attached form 
PTO/S/08A and other matters discussed below may be helpful to the Patent Office in 
its examination of the application identified above. 

A copy of each of the patent documents identified on Form PTO/SB/08A is 
enclosed herewith for the Examiner's consideration. 

Concise English Language Explanation Of Non-English Language Documents 

DE 197 34 235 Al discloses a fused switch unit with a fuse link which can be 
switched to and fro between a switched-on position and a switched-off position by 
means of a fuse holder for a fuse link. There is further a locking element (4) which 
is movable in a direction vertical to the feeding direction of the fuse holder, wherein 
the locking element engages a groove if a switch is switched on and the fuse holder 
is completely moved into the fused switch unit. 
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Serial No. 10/031,941 2 

DE 34 06 815 C2 discloses a fused switch unit having a switching jig which is 
provided to receive a fuse link and which is pivotable between a switched-off position 
and a switched-on position. 

The Patent and Trademark Office Examiner is requested to review the art and 
determine the extent of the materiality of the disclosures thereof with respect to the 
patentability of the subject invention. It is expected that the Patent and Trademark 
Office Examiner will independently conduct a complete search for relevant prior art. 

No inference should be drawn and no representation is made or intended: (a) 
that a search has been made, or if made, was complete; (b) that the art on the 
attached list presents a comprehensive investigation of the prior art; or (c) that no 
more pertinent art than that listed is in existence. [See 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g)] 

Citation of any art herein is not to be construed as an admission: (a) that the 
art disclosure is, or is considered to be, necessarily within the invention field of 
endeavor, pertinent to the instant invention, or equivalent to the instant invention; (b) 
that the art disclosure is, or is considered to be, necessarily prior in time to a 
particular date which may be relevant in the instant patent application; (c) that the art 
disclosure is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.56(b); and/or (d) that the art disclosure is otherwise necessarily prior art with 
respect to the instant invention and application. [See 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g).] 

No inference should be drawn that the discussion of any art herein is a 
discussion of each and every feature disclosed therein. 



Serial No. 10/031,941 3 

Also, there is reserved the right to later set forth how the instant invention is 
distinguished over the disclosures of any document or other art, including the 
disclosures of the art cited herein, that may be cited by the Examiner in rejecting a 
claim in the instant patent application. 



Respectfully submitted, 



WOOD, PHILLIPS, KATZ, CLARK & MORTIMER 




Paul M. Odell, Reg. No. 28,332 



500 West Madison Street, Suite 3800 
Chicago, Illinois 60661-2511 
(312) 876-1800 
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Please type a plus sign (+) inside this box ~~ ► |+ | Comparable to Form PTO/SB/08A (08-00) 

Approved for use through 1 0/3 1/2002. OMB 065 1 -003 1 
Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 
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♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 



code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standards ST. 16, if possible. 6 Applicant is to 
place a checkmark here if English language Translation is attached. 



